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to 4 fulltime staff.
(2) Support to Shin-ai Church, Kamaishi, by the Hokkaido Diocese
 The Hokkaido Diocese sent priests and seminary students to Shin-Ai Church in Kamaishi during 

the period of April to June 2011. They assisted in the operations of the Church and the church 
operated Kamaishi Nursery School, and also supported people in the community. Kamaishi is the 
one of the areas most damaged as a result of the earthquake induced tsunami.

(3) Support to St. Timothy’s Church Onahama by the Kyoto, Osaka and Kobe Dioceses
 The Kyoto, Osaka and Kobe Dioceses have cooperated and carried out the first project from April 

to June. They sent priests to hold the Sunday Service at St .Timothy’s Church Onahma located in 
Iwaki City, Fukushima which was greatly damaged by the Earthquake. These Dioceses also aided 
those who had been evacuated living south of Iwaki.  Through the generosity of the Kita-Kanto 
Diocese who enabled St. Andrew’s Church in Hitachi to be the operations base to assist the 3 
dioceses with their relief activities.

(4) Partnership between the Tokyo and Yokohama Diocese for Our Savior Church in Akita.
 During the period from April to July, The Dioceses of Tokyo and Yokohama sent Priests to hold 

Sunday Services at Our Savior Church Akita, in addition to the weekly services the Priests also 
undertook teachings at the kindergarten attached to the church. The Rev. Kiyosumi Hasegawa, 
the parish priest of Our Savior Church has been in Sendai in charge of the Disaster Relief Head-
quarters for the Tohoku Diocese. Priests from the two Dioceses were assisting in his absence.

Two months have already passed since the Great Eastern Japan Earthquake and Tsunami attacked. 
The condition of damaged churches and people has been revealed clearly by the Tohoku, Kita-Kanto 
and Yokohama Dioceses. The 11 Dioceses which make up NSKK worked together as one heart as 
they began the journey down a thorny path to bring recovery and relief from the deep scars left by the 
catastrophic  Earthquake and Tsunami. 

QQQQQ

The Rev Andrew Yoshimichi Ohata was inaugurated as the Bishop of Tokyo Diocese  

NSKK

The Rev. Andrew Yoshimichi Ohata was inaugurated as the 9th Bishop of the Tokyo Diocese of 
NSKK. The ordination and the institution for the Bishop of the Tokyo Diocese were administrated in 
Orchid Hall at St. Hilda’s School in Tokyo on 11th February 2011.

Although it was cold and snowing day, the Ceremony was attended by more than 900 people 
including bishops, ministers and laypersons from all dioceses of NSKK, guests from overseas, other 
denominations, and groups of many other related organizations.  All celebrated the newly ordained 
bishop. 

Members of the English Version of NSKK Newsletter, June 2011 are: as follows:
Ms. Kazuko Takeda, Ms Toshiko Yoshimura, Ms. Yasuko Date,  Ms. Suzanne Cooper, 
Editor-in-Chief: Hajime Suzuki
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Christmas 2010 at The Mission to Seafarers, Kobe 

Two experiments in worship 

Our  first  Christmas  event  was  An  Evening  of  Carol  Singing.  The  local  foreign  community  was  invited  and  our  ship 

visitors went round the ships to invite the seafarers. We wanted the evening to be open and enjoyable to Christian 

and non‐Christian alike, and yet hear the message of the birth of Christ. 

Finally we began by singing carols known by people around the world. O come all ye faithful, Joy to the World and 

Silent Night. We invited people to imagine that this was truly the night of Jesus birth and that we were there, come 

to register and were staying at the inn. We waited for the announcement of the birth. We sang carols as we waited. 

The innkeeper then invited us to have a simple supper of goodies that people had brought. It was all laid out in the 

chapel.  But  still  we  waited  for  the  birth,  so  the  innkeeper  arranged  some  entertainment  for  the  crowd.  This  was 

provided  by  the  regular  volunteer  helpers  at  the  mission,  especially  the  university  students  who  assist  us  at  the 

centre every night. 

Finally the announcement came. The child had been born. We welcomed 

him  with  more  carols.  The  Filipinos  present  sang  a  traditional  Tagalog 

carol; we had a traditional Chilean carols to give thanks for all the miners 

safely rescued earlier in the year and to pray for all seafarers (about 700 

at that time) who were being held hostage by Somali pirates. 

We  sang  a  lusty  Jingle  Bells  to  wake  up  Santa  Claus  and  his  reindeer 

(played  appropriately  by  the  two  Kens,  our  chairman  and  a  regular 

Japanese visitor to the club) who gave gifts of knitted woolly hats to each 

seafarer  present.  Our  pianist  then  led  us  through  a  gentle  rock  version  of  Silent  Night  sung  in  many  different 

languages and the Bishop gave the blessing in Japanese. We went away having worshipped the new‐born Jesus, and 

met and chatted, sang and laughed with strangers in a happy relaxed atmosphere. 

The  second  event  was  the  Christmas  Eve  Mass.  We  decided  to  try  and  make  the  service  accessible  to  all,  so  we 

wheeled the altar from the chapel to the club area. We expected a dozen or so people. There was a passenger ship (a 

regular visitor)  in port as well  as a  few other  ships who were  staying overnight.  Slowly people drifted  in until  the 

centre was really crowded.   

We sang  the well‐known carols:  there are  surprisingly  few  that are well 

known  all  around  the  world!  All  the  seats  were  taken,  people  were 

leaning  at  the  bar,  or  just  standing  where  they  came  in.  The  service 

booklets  ran out, people shared 1 between 2,  then between 3.  It was a 

truly  wonderful  sight  to  see  gathered  on  Christmas  Eve  Dutch,  German, 

Filipino,  Turkish,  Russian,  Ukraine,  British,  Canadian  –  in  all  about  17 

nationalities. Fortunately John, the part time honorary chaplain had to go 

to  celebrate  at  another  Mass  in  Osaka  –  so  the  sermon  was  short!  The 

Filipinos formed a choir to sing another traditional carol. 

We shared the peace and wished each other a Merry Christmas. We had our communion and Paul and John moved 

amongst  the  people  with  the  Bread  and  Wine.  Almost  everyone  received,  84  in  all.  Some  bowed  their  heads  to 

receive a blessing. Silent night was sung by candlelight and John dashed off, with tears in his eyes, to Osaka. 

The  evening  continued:  computers  were  switched  on,  even  more  crowded  into  the  centre:  104  seafarers  chatted 

with  their  families  that  evening,  and  Ken  (alias  Santa  Claus)  delivered  more  woolly  hats.  A  party  developed.  The 

Eucharist had been truly celebrated that night.  ( The Rev. John Berg ) 


