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We declare the adoption of the following statenadrthe 63 general synod

"The NSKK declares its unanimous support for thelieetion of hate crime and hate speech and foctéation of a
truly multiracial and multicultural society"

Description:

Since the latter half of the first decade of thest2dentury, racist groups such as Zaitokukai (Qiszagainst the
Special Privileges of Korean Residents; formed067) have continuously held, as "active consereatlvdreadfully
racist public demonstrations. In December 2009 tlaged Kyoto Chosen Shokyu Gakko (Korean elemgrgahnool)
while children were still in class, and severelgumatized not only children but also school offigiand the local
community. This triggered a broad recognition oftéren "hate speech” in the Japanese society.

The historically accurate view of Japanese invasiand their subsequent military reign in Asia basgmn
colonialism, imperialism and militarism after theshil Restoration has not been properly atonedFarthermore, the
former colonized peoples' persecution, forced akaion and subjugation by ethnocentric policieséaot been fully
acknowledged. In particular Korean people and ttescendants have borne the brunt of this histdrig is arguably
the root of the current problems surrounding etk@oeans in Japan.

The NSKK has promoted a convivial society through tbstoration of St. Gabriel Church in the DioceE©saka
and support of the NSKK lkuno Center (a commungyter located in an ethnic Korean area), and througtual
exchanges and cooperation with the Anglican ChofdKorea. In the meantime, "Anti-Korean sentimem’s become
conspicuous, particularly on Internet blogs and alestrations held in predominantly ethnically Koremmmunities.
A rightward trend in Japanese politics, in evident¢he aforesaid lack of remorse for Japan's amyfitcolonization,
has become more and more prevalent.

As hate speech is now rampant in Japan tdngets range from ethnic Koreans to various sauiabrities such as
other Asians, foreigners in general, “Burakumineg@sbelow)” outcasts, Okinawans, atomic bomb surgivéinu
people, and sexual minorities. Negating and igrptire very existence of victims, hate speech isrmss crime that
physically and mentally scars people in a profowag.

In November 2013, the Kyoto District Court madeaadmark ruling that the December 2009 school atteak
considered a deliberately discriminatory actiontdgard to hate speech in Japan, the United Nafiwnsally urged the
Japanese government to take measures againsEdtonary 2014. Although Japan has been a membetephational
Convention for the Elimination of All Forms of Rakiscrimination (ICERD), Japan is one of only fiweuntries that
have made reservations on Article 4(a) and (b) eomdng hate crime and hate speech, and the Unigidri¢ strongly
requires the member states to withdraw these raens. While western countries extensively regulete crime and
hate speech to protect racial, ethnic, culturatl esligious minorities based on remorse over tbhein historically
documented racial atrocities (typified by the Halost), Japan still has almost no legislation fgutating hate crimes
and hate speech.

The bible records the outcries of people threatdryduatred and accusations.

Save me from the contempt from those trample onNfyesoul is in the midst of lions; | lie down arfiéry beasts -
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the children of man, whose teeth are spears andsarwhose tongues are sharp swords. - Psalm 57:4-5

See what they spew from their mouths - the wordssharp as swords. Who can bear such words fromlifhe? -
Psalm 59:7.

The Psalms tell us that the Lord is full of compassind mercy for those who are threatened, andigdesnt of
them (Psalm 59:10). The Lord once ordered the lisgaenot to persecute foreigners (Deuteronomy @4dnd to
protect their life and rights (Leviticus 19:10, Dexanomy 10:18). And the Lord has promised that tag @k "they
shall all sit under their own vines and under tloein fig trees, and no one shall make them afrisiidgh 4:4.)" will
come, and want us to live towards that day.

In this globalizing modern world, a multiracial anmlilticultural society is not just an inevitablensequence but is
an ideal that must be actively worked towards. fdeist movements are totally against our goal drwdilsl never be
tolerated as "freedom of expression". Following mherciful Lord going in front, (Psalm 59:10), wewdo eradicate
hate crime and hate speech and will strive to éskah true multiracial and multicultural society.

(*Burakumin are ethnically Japanese, but are membércaste restricted to certain areas of residemhescent and
occupations , in particular abattoirs, meat praogssgarbage collecting, or leather working. Coesédl unclean,
burakumin for centuries have suffered continuousbm segregation and degradation as outcasts. TdfBaial
numbers vary, but most estimates put their popriat around two million.)

Article 4(a) and (b) of ICERD

(a) Shall declare an offence punishable by lawdasemination of ideas based on racial superiaityhatred,
incitement to racial discrimination, as well asats of violence or incitement to such acts againg race or group of
persons of another colour or ethnic origin, ana dle provision of any assistance to racist a@isjtincluding the
financing thereof;

(b) Shall declare illegal and prohibit organizaipmand also organized and all other propagandsitagi which
promote and incite racial discrimination, and shaltognize participation in such organizations clivdies as an
offence punishable by law;

<Reason for Declaration>

All churches and dioceses of the NSKK have supdoeted prayed for the NSKK lkuno Center which was
established in 1992 for the purpose of supportingcal community where non-Japanese residents [yndsit not
exclusively, ethnic Koreans) and Japanese resiadents live harmoniously together. The NSKK hadldesd in 2012
its dedication to "create a communion in which walkatogether with each individual person, resphet dignity of
individual life and positively encounter people thvaut simply grouping them as “aged”, “youth”, “fafe”, “male”,
“children”, “disabled”, “foreigners™. Recent actties of Zaitokukai and its sympathizers, which digaiolate human
rights, are totally againsthis declaration of the NSKK, and we hereby stesttifadeclare our position with this
resolution.



